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(%) WIPO World Intangible Investment Highlights 2026
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Figure 8 The US leads in intangible investment, followed by Japan and Germany

Intangible investment for the top 5 economies, 2015-2025, trillion USD PPP
8T

6T
4T

lapan*
27 Germany

France

C
v

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 UK

Notes: Investment figures are expressed in terms of current prices. *Since 2025 data for Japan are not yet available, the
2024 value is carried forward for 2025.

Source: WIPO-LBS Global INTAN-Invest Database, July 2026.

Figure 2 Widening gap between intangible and tangible investment in Canada, Germany
and Japan

Intangible and tangible investment, 2015-2025%, indexed (2015=100)
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Notes: Investment figures are expressed in chain-linked volume terms to reflect real growth. *Data availability varies by
country: Canada (2015-2024), Germany (2015-2025) and Japan (2015-2024).

Source: WIPO-LBS Global INTAN-Invest Database, July 2026.
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Figure 16a Analysis of asset types reveals varying investment patterns across
advanced economies

Share of intangible investment by asset type for selected countries, %, 2023

100% 4 1 i 2 % g L — Other IP products
8 - 8 19 6B - " New financial products
80 17 " Software and databases
R&D
60 —
40
Organizational capital
20
——— Design
19
e ~—— Brands
Canada France Germany Japan UK us

Notes: 2023 is the most recent year for which data is available across all intangible asset types. The "employer-provided
training" category is excluded due to missing data for Canada.

Source: WIPO-LBS Global INTAN-Invest Database, July 2026.

Figure 17 Absolute levels of brand investment by country

Nominal investment in brands, 2025*, billion USD PPP
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Romania [ 11.9

Notes: *Due to unavailability of more recent data, investment levels for the following countries reflect the year in brackets: Brazil (2023), Canada (2024), Japan (2024)
and the Philippines (2022).
Source: WIPO-LBS Global INTAN-Invest Database, July 2026. + Get the data * Download image
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COMPONENTS of SHANGHAI SHENZHEN CSI 300 COMPONENTS of KOSDAQ COMPOSITE
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