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Global Messengers of “Japan” Project
September 2012

1. Basic Concept

® To mitigate the reputation damages on Japan by recent disasters and increase overseas
peoples’ understanding of the positive aspects of Japan, the Japanese people character,
disseminating information regarding Japan’s strengths, attractiveness, and Japanese values
is of high importance.

® |etters of appreciation will be presented to Japanese people who carried out notable activities
in the international community, and thereby, contributed to/will likely contribute to spreading
the aforementioned image of “Japan” to a global audience. Following factors will be
considered; a) Disseminating information regarding Japan’s strengths, attractiveness, and
Japanese values, b) Outstanding activities representing Japan, and c¢) Younger people who
are expected to make active contributions in the future.

® A selection committee comprised of the foreign press correspondents in Tokyo was
established. The committee nominated the eligible candidates described above, and the
Minister for National Policy Motohisa FURUKAWA will present the letters of appreciation.

2. Schedules
® First commission meeting: June 11
® Second commission meeting: June 19
- Commission team-building, nominating candidates and discussions
® The event of letter presentation: September 18
- Secretariat at National Policy Unit contacted candidates to confirm if they would receive the
letter.
- The letter to be presented by Minister FURUKAWA, together with commission members

3. Commission Members
® Yoichi Funabashi (Commission Chair) Chairman, Rebuild Japan Initiative Foundation
® James Kondo (Commission vice-Chair)  Special Advisor to the Cabinet

{Europe and the U.S.)

© Henry Tricks The Economist

© Maria Isabel Izcue Castellvi Agencia EFE (Spain)
{Asia-Pacific)

© LiMiao Phenix Satellite Television Holdings (Hong Kong)

© Rick Wallace The Australian

© Hsuan Shengfang Taiwan TV

© Nguyen Minh Son Viethnam News Agency

© Bae Keukin The DONG-A ILBO (South Korea)

© Cha Hkbong The Chosunilbo (South Korea)
{Latin-America)

© Amado Roberto Kovalick TV Globo LTDA (Brazil)

© CLAUDIA SARMENTO O GLOBO NEWSPAPER (Brazil)
{Middle East)

© Fadi Salameh AL-JAZEERA (Qatar)

© Najib El-Khash AL Watan (Syria)

Press which gave candidates as an organization: The Japan Times, Singapore Press Holdings



