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ltem 5.14 = Further promotion of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development

44 The Commission recommends to the General Conference that it adopt in extenso, for the
records of the General Conference, the resolution proposed in document 34 C/COM.ED/DRE.1 Rev.
(submitted by Germany and Japan, and co-sponsored by Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra,
Angola, Austria, Belgium, Benin, Cameroon, Canada, China, Cuba, Czech Republic, Dominican
Republic, Egypt, Finland, France, Gabon, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, ltaly, Lebanon,
Lithuania, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Monaco, Morocco, Namibia, Nigerna, Oman,
Fakistan, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sr Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland,
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, United Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of)) as amended by the Commission.

The text of the resolution reads as follows:
The General Conference,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 57/254 proclaiming the 10-year period
beginning 1 January 2005 the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (DESD) and further recalling that UNESCO has been designated lead agency
for the implementation of the DESD,

Considerning the challenges that confront humanity with regard to the pursuit of sustainable
development, including climate change,

Acknowledging sustainable development as central to ensuring a future in human dignity and
a process of globalization that is beneficial for all,

Emphasizing that education plays an important role in achieving sustainable development
worldwide, as confirmed, among others, by the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,

Acknowledges the DESD as a unique opportunity for Member States and for UNESCO to
strengthen sustainable development through educational efforts;

Reaffirming that DESD promotes quality education, which is one of the EFA goals, and
supports the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals in the field of education,

Welcoming the many initiatives Member States have initiated in the course of the DESD so far,

Appreciating the International implementation Scheme (11S) adopted by the 172nd session of
the Executive Board in 2005,

Welcoming the various activities UNESCO has undertaken to implement the DESD so far, as
evidenced, among other things, in the *“UNESCO Action Plan for DESD",

Recognizes that further substantial initiatives have to be taken by Member States and by
UNESCO in order to reorient teaching and learning towards sustainable development
worldwide,



fnvites Member States to:

implement the DESD as a multistakeholder endeavour and, where appropriate,
establish steering committees for its implementation;

include sustainable development as an important element of their educational
strategies;

assist each other in the implementation of the DESD through, among other things,
exchange of good practice in education for sustainable development (ESD);

Calls upon the Director-General to take all necessary measures within existing
resources and to seek extrabudgetary funds as appropriate to further ensure
UNESCC's response to the United Nations General Assembly resolutions 57/254,
58/219 and 59/237 and to ensure the steady implementation of the DESD according to
the International Implementation Scheme, through infer alia:

strengthening its strategic leadership on the DESD, building upon UNESCO's
unigue interdisciplinary profile;

contributing to increasing the visibility of ESD through concerted public awareness
and advocacy measures;

continuing and further increasing the dialogue with various stakeholders from all
regions in order to facilitate regional cooperation within the DESD,;

providing further guidance for identifying good practices in ESD worldwide,
respecting the different needs and approaches of Member States;

improving its function as a clearing house for information on educational
programmes and good practice in ESD by, among other things, developing and
applying appropriate ICT tools and other means, as appropriate, to make widely
available information on ESD activities around the world, bearing in mind
extrabudgetary funding, inter alia, Japanese funds-in-trust;

identifying existing materials in ESD and making them available, via appropriate ICT
tools and other means, as appropriate;

making full use of the ASP Network as a laboratory of ideas for innovative methods
and teaching and learning projects in ESD, thus also strengthening UNESCO's
outreach to young people in the field of ESD, as outlined in document 34 C/5;

facilitating cooperation between the ASP Network and the Network of Biosphere
Reserves;

developing, in consultation with Member States, tools to promote effective
monitoring and evaluation of the DESD and regularly providing information, as
appropriate, on DESD implementation worldwide;

Welcomes the offer made by Germany to host and finance in 2009 the mid-term review
conference, which is to be held under the tentative title of World Conference on the
Decade of Education for Sustainable Development;

Requests the Director-General to present a progress report on the implementation of
the DESD at the 35th session of the General Conference.
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