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The Engine is a home for Tough 
Tech made up of: a Public Benefit 
Corporation (The Engine 
Accelerator) and a Venture 
Capital Firm (Engine Ventures). 
Our mission is to accelerate the 
path to market for Tough Tech 
companies through the 
combination of capital, 
infrastructure, and network.



Engine Ventures | Financing Tough Tech Entrepreneurship
5

Tough Tech is transformational technology that solves the 
world’s most important challenges through the convergence 

of breakthrough science, engineering, and leadership.

Tough Tech is cutting-edge science and 
technology that has the potential to 

change the trajectory of society.

We believe interdisciplinary approaches are 
the key to solving our interconnected 

global problems in climate, human health, 
and advanced systems.

We believe technical founders can achieve their 
potential as global leaders of their companies 
and industries.

What unites Tough Tech is that it exists in physical space, 
not just in code, and it has the potential to create more 

sustainable, resilient ways of living.

What is Tough Tech?
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This is increasing the pace of 
experimentation and development of 
applied work, process development and 
hardware production, thereby reducing 
capital intensity and time to market.

Advances in analytical 
capabilities are 
accelerating.

They are more risk tolerant to technology 
and are allocating capital to pre-revenue 
companies with large opportunities.

Financial markets are 
fundamentally 
behaving differently.

Massive opportunities for hydrogen, 
carbon capture, carbon utilization, 
nuclear, and more, as well as capital for 
scale-up of new technology.

New markets have 
emerged across the 
globe.

What is fundamentally changing in tough tech innovation?
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Three interconnected Portfolio Themes
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Whiteboard covers the 
three key elements of a 
Tough Tech Venture.
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Thank you!


