In the 17th century, merchants in Yonago Japan continues to have sovereignty over
traveled to Takeshima to conduct business Takeshima under the San Francisco Peace Treaty

with the permission of the Edo Shogunate. but 1t has been illegally occupied
by the Republic of Korea (ROK).

Japan's territory after WWII was legally defined under the San

Oya Jinkichi and Murakawa Ichibee, merchants from Yonago who operated a shipping business, made a request to the Edo
Shogunate for passage to Utsuryo Island, an uninhabited island abundant in lumber and marine products. With the Shogunate’s

permission, the families of Oya and Murakawa took turns travelling to Utsuryo Island each year and carried out their business. Agreement in the US-UK consultations

Francisco Peace Treaty. In May 1951, the United States and the United

Takeshima, on the route from OKki to Utsuryo Island, came to be used as a navigational marker, a place to moor their ships and a rich The US and UK had intensive consultations in Washington, DC, from

Kingdom, which led the drafting of the treaty, agreed that the islands April 25 to May 4, 1951. At the 7th meeting of the consultations,

of Quelpart, Port Hamilton and Dagelet should be included as part of both delegations agreed that it would be preferable "to specify only
the territory over which Japan was renouncing sovereignty,” and

fishing ground for sea lions and abalone. Takeshima was used under the permission of the Shogunate, as is recorded in the

“Kameyama Letter” on display and in the following documents.
“Korea,” which was to be renounced by Japan, in order to clearly

Record of what 1 (Oya Kyuemon Katsunobu) define the boundary between the territories of Japan and Korea in the Hamilton and Dagelet” was required for the provision on the

Said When a Shogunate inS'peCtOT ]Odged draft. Takeshima was not included as part of "Korea." renunciation of Korea in the US draft.
at the Oya family residence in the 9th year of Enpou (1681)

This is a record of Kyuemon-Katsunobu'’s reply to the inquiries by the Shogunate inspector

confirmed that “the insertion of the three islands: Quelpart, Port

Upon learning of the text drafted by the United States and the United

Kingdom, in July 1951, the ROK requested to add Takeshima as part
who lodged at the Oya family residence in May 1681 (the 9th year of Enpou era). According

to this record, Takeshima was bestowed to the Oya family 24 or 25 years ago in the reign of of "Korea,” which Japan would renounce. However, the US rejected

Shogun Tokugawa letsuna, and the family caught sea lions there. The contents of this record the ROK’s request, stating the island had been "never treated as part

match the contents of “A letter from Kameyama Shozaemon to Oya Kyuemon Katsuzane" in of Korea." As shown by the drafting history above, it is obvous that
the display case.
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Japan continues to have sovereignty over Takeshima under the San

. : Francisco Peace Treaty as it had before WWII.
Excerpt (Provisional Translation) | yasl

There is a small island en route to Takeshima (current Utsuryo Island) that has a | | In January 1952, shortly before the San Francisco Peace Treaty
circumference of approximately 20 cho (2.2 km) and is rocky without vegetation. Oya Kyuemon-Katsunobu in 1681 (Enpou 9) entered into force, the ROK issued a declaration concerning maritime
During the reign of Lord Gen-yu-in (i.e. the fourth Tokugawa Shogun, letsuna), this The picture is a copy made by Oya Shinkuro-Katsuoki in 1810 (Bunka 11) sovereignty, with which it unilaterally established the “Syngman Rhee

: : Repository] Shimane Prefecture Takeshima Reference Room
island was bestowed to us 24 or 25 years ago through the brokerage of Shiro-Goro [Repository] Shi . !

Line,” encompassing Takeshima in contravention of international law.
Abe. We sail to the island and catch sea lions there for oil. _ _ | | _

Despite protests from the international community, the ROK did not
withdraw the declaration. From 1953 to 1954, the ROK illegally
occupied Takeshima using physical force, including firing on Japan’s

patrol vessels.

The Japanese Government incorporated
Takeshima into Shimane Prefecture in 1905

o o Both delegations agreed that it would be preferable
and openly and continuously exercised e t0 specify only the territory over which Japan was

renouncing sovereignty. In this connection, United

adminiStTative rights Over Take Shima o States Article 3 would require the insertion of the

Anglo-American Meetings on Japanese
Peace Treaty (Excerpt)

The Japanese have been using Takeshima three islands: Quelpart, Port Hamilton and Dagelet.
since the Edo period under the permission
Around 1900, sea lion hunting became active around Attached map Of the EdO ShOgunate! In 1905’ TakeShima May 2, 1951 (Showa 26) [Repository] The National Archives (UK)
Takeshima and soon excessive competition became a ] : : :
i XCessiv petiti n]\_ thekrefu;eszcjI fgr(leas? of was incorporated into Shimane Prefecture,
ncern. To stabilize th lion huntin N anko Isiands (CoO : :
concern. o stabilize the sea fion hunting business, y Py and activities such as sea lion hunting
Nakai Y r resi Nt of th ki Islan N The map left was included in the request
- Ozabu > ° eSIde ) ° O o dS | that Naiai Yozaburo submitted t: the were CondUCted under gcvernment
himane Prefecture, submitted a request in 1904 to : :
|S | e ”U’ . th' tqu |I\| o Government to lease Takeshima in 1904 control! In light of these circumstances, It
ease Takeshima. Upon the request from Nakai, the o : : :
| P a4 " Nakai pointed out that the number of Is obvious that Japan continues to have
Japanese Government InCOI‘pOrated TakeShlma IntO fishermen hunting sea lions was increasing,

sovereignty over Takeshima under the

himane Prefectur inet ision in Januar while a decline in the number of sea lions in : ,
Shimane Prefecture by a Cabinet decision in January . . San Francisco Peace Treaty! However, it
1905. the area was being observed and explained . . .

Th ¢ he | G Celudi that the purpose of the requested lease Was 'llegally OCCUpled bY the ROK in the
ereafter, the Japanese Government, inciuding was to avert competition and introduce 1 9505, and the |llegal OCCU pation
himane Prefecture, openly and continuously exercised i : :
S , Openty y ex catch limits, among other reasons. The continues until the present day
administrative rights over Takeshima for the purpose of map indicates sea lion landing areas.
regulating and taxing business on Takeshima. Yozaburo Naka =
in 1904 (Meiji 37)

[Repository] Shimane Prefecture Public Records Center




