
Documents showing that the People's Republic of China and the Republic
of China recognized the Senkaku Islands as part of Okinawa

Period I (the Senkaku Islands as terra nullius and navigation markers) Period II (the advance of fishermen to the Senkaku Islands and the response of the Japanese government)

The Japanese government
enhanced its surveillance
of peripheral islands

16th century 19th century 1885 1895 1945 19721950

Around 1889:
The advance of Japanese fishermen
to the Senkaku Islands and the
occurrence of shipwrecks ⑩

1891:
The Senkaku Islands were provisionally
placed under the jurisdiction of
Yaeyama Police Station ⑫

Period IV (U.S. Administration under Japan's residual sovereignty)Period III (Valid control of the Senkaku Islands)

1896-1940:
Koga Tatsushiro and Koga Zenji's development of the Senkaku Islands ⑳22

1944-:
Materials showing that the United States
recognized the Senkaku Islands as part of
Okinawa during WWII ⑳27

1896:
30-year free lease of the
four islands of the Senkaku
Islands to the Koga family

1971:
The People’s Republic of China
suddenly began to make its own
unfounded claims 

1971:
The Republic of China suddenly
began to make its own unfounded
claims 

Continuation of the use
of the Senkaku Islands
by fishermen and others

1945-1950:
Materials showing that the U.S. Military
Government recognized the Senkaku Islands
as part of Okinawa during WWII ⑳28
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1609:
Satsuma Clan's military
campaign in Ryukyu

1644:
Fall of the
Ming Dynasty

1839-1842:
Opium War

1853:
Perry's arrival
in Japan

1868:
Decree for the
Restoration of
Imperial Rule

1873:
Establishment
of the Ryukyu
Domain

1879:
Ryukyu
Disposition

1880:
Negotiations between
Japan and Qing over
Ryukyu

1885:
Port Hamilton
Incident

1895:
Treaty of
Shimonoseki

1899:
Start of land reorganization 
projects in Okinawa Prefecture

1912:
The Emperor of Qing
abdicated and the Republic
of China was established

1943:
Cairo Declaration

1945:
Japan accepted the
Potsdam Declaration,
and WWII ended.

1949:
People's Republic of
China was established.

1952:
Treaty of Peace between
the Republic of China
and Japan

1972:
Okinawa was 
returned to Japan

1969:
United Nations Economic Commission
for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE)
report pointed out the possibility of
oil reserves in the East China Sea

1894-1895:
First Sino-
Japanese War

75 years of silence

75 years of silence

Scientific research on the Senkaku Islands by private citizens
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Lease agreement for the use of land for a U.S. military bombing range by the owner of Kuba Island in the Senkaku Islands through the Ryukyu Government ⑳31

Documents relating to the use of Kuba and Taisho　　　　 Islands as U.S. military bombing ranges ⑳31

Documents relating to the use of Kuba and Taisho Islands as U.S. military bombing ranges ⑳31

1950-1972:
Materials showing that the U.S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands recognized the Senkaku 
Islands as part of “Nansei Shoto south of 29 degrees north latitude” ⑳30
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1968-1971:
Geological survey of the seabed around the
Senkaku Islands, commissioned by the former
General Administrative Agency of the Cabinet

1968-1969:
Documents relating to the installation of administrative
markers and memorials on the Senkaku Islands

1945:
Two ships carrying residents of Ishigaki
came under fire from a U.S. warplane
during an evacuation to Taiwan and
washed ashore on Uotsuri Island

Materials related to post-WWII academic research on the Senkaku Islands ⑳34

Documents relating to the Ryukyu Government's responses to illegal entry into the Senkaku Islands ⑳32

1890 and 1893:
Okinawa Prefecture's proposal to
incorporate the Senkaku Islands into
its jurisdiction ⑬

1895:

Cabinet decision to incorporate the
Senkaku Islands into the jurisdiction
of Okinawa Prefecture due to the
need to regulate fishermen ⑭

Information gathering by Okinawa
Prefecture on the status of the
Senkaku Islands ⑪

Correspondence regarding
requests for steamship calls
at the Senkaku Islands ⑳23

1899:

1932:
The sale of the four islands
of the Senkaku Islands

⑰

Documents relating to valid control of the Senkaku Islands by Japan
1. Jurisdiction　　　 　　(including the 1920 incorporation of Taisho Island into Ishigaki Village, Yaeyama County)
2. Scope of application of laws
3. Permission and licensing
4. Management and disposition of state-owned land
5. Land registration
6. Surveys by administrative agencies

⑮ ⑯
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⑲

⑳
⑳21

1907:
Enactment of the island and town system
in Okinawa Prefecture, abolition of the
magiri system (traditional administrative
districts under the Ryukyu)

-1951:
Related documents in the drafting process
of the San Francisco Peace Treaty

1971:
The Agreed Minutes of theOkinawa
Reversion Agreement

Documents relating to fisheries surveys in the waters around the Senkaku Islands ⑳33
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1919-1920:
Chinese fishermen washed up on the Senkaku
Islands and a letter of appreciation issued by
the Republic of China government ⑳25

⑳24

Ancient documents on which China's
claim to the Senkaku Islands is based
(relating to Ming jurisdiction)

Ancient documents on which China's
claim to the Senkaku Islands is based 
(relating to Qing jurisdiction)

The Senkaku Islands as navigation
markers for Ryukyu tribute missions

The Senkaku Islands appearing
in records of shipwrecks

The Senkaku Islands appeared in
Western navigation records from the
18th century onwards

1885:
Correspondence between Okinawa Prefecture
and the central government regarding the survey 
of the Senkaku Islands and the installation of
national markers by Okinawa Prefecture, and
discussions within the central government ⑨

The Senkaku Islands sighted
during the Shu-in-sen (Red
Seal Ships) trade

Documents relating to the Ming and Qing envoys to Ryukyu

Ryukyu dispatched pilots for the Ming and Qing envoys

Shunfeng xiangsong (Voyage with a Tail Wind)①
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