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(1)–i. Protest by the Government of Japan to the ROK government

Protest by the Government of Japan against the declaration by the President of 
the Republic of Korea

Period Ⅳ

A note verbale of protest from the Government of Japan to the 
Government of the ROK on January 28, 1952, in response to a declaration 
concerning “maritime sovereignty” by the President of the ROK, 
Syngman RHEE
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    On January 18, 1952, the ROK unilaterally established 
the so-called “Syngman Rhee Line”, and claimed Korean 
fishing jurisdiction over the vast body of water inside the 
line encompassing Takeshima. In response to this, Japan 
protested by a note verbal sent to the Government of the 
ROK on January 28. In the note, the Government of Japan 
strongly protested against the Government of the ROK 
stating “in the proclamation the Republic of Korea 
appears to assume territorial rights over the islets in the 
Japan Sea known as Takeshima (otherwise known as 
Liancourt Rocks). The Japanese Government does not 
recognize any such assumption or claim by the Republic 
of Korea concerning these islets, which are without 
question Japanese territory” (provisional translation).
    In the first part of this note, the Japanese Government 
strongly criticized this unilateral proclamation by the 
President of the ROK stating, “entirely incompatible with 
the long internationally established principle of freedom 
of the high seas,” and running “counter to the basic 
principle of international cooperation for the 
development and protection on an equal footing of the 
marine resources of the high seas.”
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Furthermore, in the proclamation the Republic of Korea appears to 
assume territorial rights over the islets in the Japan Sea known as 
Takeshima (otherwise known as Liancourt Rocks). The Japanese 
Government does not recognize any such assumption or claim by the 
Republic of Korea concerning these islets which are without question 
Japanese territory.

Excerpt [English translation]

Relevant Timeline (until 1965. The underlines indicate the notes verbales regarding the claims of sovereignty over Takeshima 
by both Japanese and the Republic of Korea (ROK) governments (*)).
* For the details of the note verbale, see Document No.55 of this report (p.97) 

The Government of Japan sends the third “Opinion of the Government of Japan concerning 
Takeshima” to the Government of ROK.

Japan/United States (Allied Nations) ROK

1947.9.16

1945.11.3

The General Headquarters designates Takeshima as a bombing range for the U.S. Forces by 
issuing SCAPIN-1778.

U.S. Pacific Fleet establishes the areas where Japanese are permitted to engage in fishing (the 
MacArthur Line) (*)

1946.1.29 The General Headquarters direct the Japanese Government to suspend exercising 
administrative authority over Takeshima by issuing SCAPIN-677.

1946.6.22 The General Headquarters expand the MacArthur Line by issuing SCAPIN-1033. Takeshima is 
excluded from the area.The prohibited range around Takeshima is defined as 12 nautical miles.

* Memorandum of Naval Shipping Control Authority for Japanese Merchant Marine  
  (SCAJAP-587)

1947.6～8 “Dokdo”- related articles appear on various 
newspapers in ROK.

1951.7.6 The General Headquarters re-designates Takeshima as a bombing range for the U.S. Forces by 
issuing SCAPIN-2160.

1951.8.10 The Government of the U.S. rejects the claim by ROK on July 19, 1951 (the Rusk's note).

1951.7.19 The Government of ROK demands that the U.S. 
Government revise the draft Peace Treaty, claiming 
that Takashima has been part of ROK’s territory.

1952.1.28

1952.4.25 Abolishment of MacArthur Line.

1952.4.28 San Francisco Peace Treaty enters into force.
1952.7.26 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announces Takeshima’s designation as a bombing range for 

the U.S. Air Force in accordance with the Administrative Agreement under Article III of the 
Japan-US Security Treaty.

1952.12.4 The U.S. Government notifies the South Korean Government that, with respect to the territorial 
status of Takeshima, the position  of the U.S. is as stated in the Rusk's note.

1953.3.19 The Japan-U.S. Joint Committee approves the proposal for removing Takeshima from the list 
of bombing ranges for the U.S. Air Force.

1953.5.14 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan announces the release of Takeshima from the 
bombing range for the U.S. Air Force.

1953.6.18 Shimane Prefecture issues a license for the common fishing right around Takeshima to the Oki 
Islands Federation of Fisheries Co-operative Associations.
(Permit issued on June 10 to the fishermen living in Oki to conduct sea lion hunting) 

1953.6.27 Officers from the Maritime Safety Agency, police officers, and Shimane Prefectural officials 
land on Takeshima.
Order the illegally entered South Korean person to vacate.  

1953.7.12 Patrol vessel “Hekura” shot at near Takeshima. 

1954.5.3 The Kumi Fisheries Co-operative Association in Goka Village, Oki Island, conducts fishing 
activities around Takeshima.

1954.8.23 Patrol vessel “Oki” shot at near Takeshima. 

1954.9.30 The U.S. Government prepares the Report of the Van Fleet Mission to the Far East. The report 
states that Takeshima remained as a Japanese territory under the Peace Treaty and the U.S. 
recommends to ROK  that the dispute over Takeshima be presented to the International Court 
of Justice  (Reported to President Eisenhower on October 4).  

1954.11.21 Patrol vessels “Hekura” and “Oki” fired at near Takeshima. 

1962.3.12 Minister of Foreign Affairs Zentaro Kosaka proposes in the meeting with ROK Foreign Minister 
Choe Deok-sin that the dispute of territorial sovereignty over Takeshima be referred to the 
International Court of Justice.

1962.10.20 Minister of Foreign Affairs Masayoshi Ohira proposes in the meeting with Kim Jong-pil, 
director of the Central Intelligence Agency, that the dispute of territorial sovereignty over 
Takeshima be presented/submitted to the International Court of Justice.

1962.10.22 Prime Minister Hayato Ikeda proposes in the meeting with Kim Jong-pil, director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, that the dispute of territorial sovereignty over Takeshima be referred to 
the International Court of Justice.

1962.11.22 Minister of Foreign Affairs Masayoshi Ohira proposes in the meeting with Kim Jong-pil, 
director of the Central Intelligence Agency, that the dispute of territorial sovereignty over 
Takeshima be referred to the International Court of Justice.

1965.6.22 “Exchange of Notes regarding Dispute Resolution” 

1962.7.13 The Government of Japan sends the fourth “Opinion of the Government of Japan concerning 
Takeshima” to the Government of ROK.

1956.9.20

1954.9.25 The Government of Japan proposes that the dispute over Takeshima be referred to the 
International Court of Justice.

1953.7.13

1953.5.1 Representatives from both Japanese and the U.S. governments at the Japan-U.S. Joint 
Committee agree to remove Takeshima from the list of the bombing ranges for the U.S. Air 
Force.

1952.4.25 The Government of Japan refutes South Korea’s claim of  sovereignty over Takeshima.

1952.1.18 A declaration concerning maritime sovereignty 
issued by the President of ROK, Syngman Rhee. 
Takeshima is enclosed in the waters over which ROK 
declared its sovereignty.

1954.6.11 Emergency dispatch of National Maritime Police 
Agency to Takeshima by the Government of ROK.

1955.5 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the ROK Government 
publishes “Foreign Affairs Series No.11: Introduction 
to the Dokdo Issue.”

1965.6.22 “Exchange of Notes regarding Dispute Resolution” 
1965.12.17 The Government of ROK sends the fourth “Opinion 

of the Government of ROK concerning Takeshima” 
to the Government of Japan.

1959.1.7 The Government of ROK sends the third “Opinion of 
the Government of ROK concerning Takeshima” to 
the Government of Japan.

1953.10.11
～10.17

“Corea Alpine Club” dispatches “Ulleungdo/Dokdo 
academic investigation team.”

1952.9.17
～9.28

“Corea Alpine Club” dispatches “Ulleungdo/Dokdo 
academic investigation team.”

1953.8.22 The Government of ROK protests Japanese vessel’s 
“intrusion into territorial waters” (July 12, 1953).

1952.2.12 The Government of ROK counters the Government of 
Japan’s protest on January 28, 1952. 

1948.6.8 Bombing of Takeshima by the U.S. Forces causes 
casualties among South Korean people.

1949.9.19 The General Headquarters revise the MacArthur Line by issuing SCAPIN-2046.
Takeshima is still the outside of the line. The prohibited area around Takeshima is narrowed from 
within 12 nautical miles to within 3 nautical miles.

1947.8.16
～8.28

“Corea Alpine Club” conducts research on Utsuryo 
Island (Ulleungdo) and Takeshima.

1953.9.9 The Government of ROK sends the first “Opinion of 
the Government of ROK concerning Takeshima” to 
the Government of Japan.

1954.9.25 The Government of ROK sends the second “Opinion 
of the Government of ROK concerning Takeshima” to 
the Government of Japan.

1954.10.28 The Government of ROK rejects the proposal from 
Japan that the dispute of territorial sovereignty over 
Takeshima be referred to the International Court of 
Justice.

1954.2.10 The Government of Japan sends the second “Opinion of the Government of Japan concerning 
Takeshima” to the Government of the Republic of Korea.

The Government of Japan sends the first “Opinion of the Government of Japan concerning 
Takeshima” to the Government of the Republic of Korea.

The Government of Japan protests against a declaration concerning “maritime sovereignty” 
issued by the ROK President Syngman RHEE.
Japan refutes  South Korea’s “self-claim” of sovereignty over Takeshima. 




