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On May 15, 1972, Okinawa was returned to Japan. In 
Okinawa, before the reversion, the Government of the 
Ryukyu Islands independently issued postal stamps 
called Ryukyu stamps (→No. 74). On April 14, 1972, 
about one month prior to the reversion, the Government 
of the Ryukyu Islands issued “Ryukyu stamps: Ocean 
Series No. 3 (Sea Bird, Sea and Island).” 
The explanatory note enclosed in the first-day cover of 
this stamp series states that sea bird flocks, such as 
albatrosses, have long inhabited the islands of Okinawa, 
but, in recent years, they can only be seen on 
uninhabited islands belonging to Ishigaki City.

Ryukyu government 
postage stamps and 
sea birds on the 
Senkaku Islands

(3) Okinawa Reversion 

No.75

Maps showing that the Senkaku Islands 
were included as a part of Okinawa in the 
return of its administrative rights to Japan

No.74

Stamp issued by the Government of 
the Ryukyu Islands immediately before 
the return of Okinawa

The Senkaku Islands were included as a part of Okinawa, 
for which administrative authority was returned to Japan 
    Japan and the U.S. signed the Okinawa Reversion Agreement on 
June 17, 1971, thereby deciding to return the administrative rights 
for Okinawa to Japan. The Agreed Minutes of this Agreement 
provided that the geographic scope of the returned area is the one 
specified by USCAR Proclamation No. 27 (December 25, 1953; 
refer to p.47), which includes the Senkaku Islands.
    The Okinawa Reversion Agreement between Japan and the U.S. 
entered into effect on May 15, 1972, marking the return of 
administrative authority over Okinawa to Japan.
    Our research has confirmed the existence of a “Comprehensive 
Map of Okinawa Prefecture” (→No.75), showing the area of 
Okinawa Prefecture, administrative authority over which was 
returned to Japan. This is believed to have been prepared for the 
commemoration ceremony for the Okinawa Reversion (venue: Naha 
Civic Hall) organized by the Japanese Government on May 15, when 
the Okinawa Reversion Agreement entered into force, and is held in 
the repository of the Okinawa Prefectural Archives as a document 
related to the Okinawa Reversion commemoration ceremony.
    At the time of the Okinawa Reversion Agreement with the U.S., 
Kuba and Taisho Islands continued to be provided to the U.S. 
military as gunnery and bombing ranges in accordance with the 
Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement. 

Stamps featuring uninhabited islands and albatrosses

(3) – i. Photographs of sea birds and postage stamps issued by the Government of the Ryukyu IslandsPeriod Ⅴ

April 14, 1972
74No.

FY2017/P31

    Stamps issued by the Government of the 
Ryukyu Islands before the reversion of Okinawa 
on April 14, 1972 (*1)
    The explanation enclosed in the first-day cover 
states that, in Okinawa, “some sea birds are still 
found in uninhabited islands within the Ishigaki 
area” of Yaeyama. Considering that those islands 
are uninhabited islands belonging to Ishigaki City 
and have albatrosses living on them, as well as 
considering the composition of the picture, the 
islands depicted on the stamp are assumed to be 
Minamikojima Island and Kitakojima Island of the 
Senkaku Islands. As stated above, the official 
name of the stamp is “Sea Bird, Sea and Island),” 
but it may also have commonly been called 
“Albatrosses, the Sea of Senkaku, and 
Minamikojima Island.”

Overview

“Ryukyu stamps: Ocean Series No. 3 (Sea Bird, Sea and Island).”　
 (Stamp sheet and the first-day cover)
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Medium Paper
Public Access Available to the public
Repository Okinawa Prefectural Museum 

and Art Museum
 (Original design plate)

Reference&
Information

Follow the instruction at 
Okinawa Prefectural Museum 
and Art Museum

Publisher Government of the 
Ryukyu Islands

Name of Publication -
Language Japanese/English

Author(s) & Editor(s) Chosho ASHITOMI (Design)
Date of Production April 14, 1972

Entry into Force of
Okinawa Reversion
Agreement

May 15,
1972

July
1972

Publication of report by the United 
Nations Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East (ECAFE)

May
1969

Signing of
the Okinawa Reversion
Agreement

June 17,
1971

Statement of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the People's 
Republic of China

September 30,
1971

 Period V

*1 Administrative authority over Okinawa was returned 
to Japan on May 15, 1972. (Refer to p.135.)
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Design original plate

Ocean Series No. 3
(Sea Bird, Sea and Island)
    The Government of the Ryukyu Islands will issue a 
5¢ special postage stamp on 14 April 1972, 
depicting a Sea Bird, Sea and an Island as the third 
of the Ocean Series.
    The Albatross, Booby Gannet, Scray, etc., are well 
known as sea birds living in the Okinawa area. 
Ancient literature and legends disclose that these 
sea birds inhabited the coastal areas of Okinawa in 
olden days.     
    However, as the islands became populated the 
birds gradually disappeared from the main islands.    
Today we can see some of those birds living in flocks 
in remote, uninhabited islands. Although flocks of 
some sea birds are still found in uninhabited islands 
within the Ishigaki area other species have 
disappeared altogether because of man’s harvesting 
of eggs, feathers and guano. We may say that even 
the uninhabited islands have ceased to be a safe 
haven for these sea birds.

Date of Issue: 14 April 1972
Denomination: 5 ¢
Design: Sea Birds, Sea, and Island
Color: Multi-color
Type of Printing: Photogravure
Size: 22.5 mm × 33 mm
One Sheet: 20 stamps (4 × 5)
Designed by: Mr. Chosho Ashitomi
Quantity of Issue: 2,500,000

Excerpt [English translation]
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Repository: Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art Museum

Repository: Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art Museum
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