
114Commissioned Research Report on the Senkaku Islands-related Documents (FY2019)113 Commissioned Research Report on the Senkaku Islands-related Documents (FY2019)

    These are sections of an operations report by the 
Ryukyu Fisheries Research Institute covering its mackerel 
fishing ground survey and ocean survey (surveying the 
mackerel pole-and-line fishing conducted in the waters 
west of Uotsuri Island of the Senkaku Islands in April 
1964), and its fishing ground survey for deep sea 
pole-and-line fishing (surveying such fishing conducted in 
the waters west of Kume Island, near Taisho 
Island/Sekibi-Sho, and near Yonaguni Island in 
July-August 1963).
    The purpose of the 1964 surveys, as reported, was to 
gather information on the fishing grounds in order to 
develop a future plan, although the mackerel fishery had 
already been discontinued in Okinawa. As for the deep 
sea pole-and-line fishing, the survey was conducted to 
develop new fishing grounds.
    The center spread map of fishing grounds (refer to p.60 
in the report) shows the status of mackerel fishing boats 
operating in the vicinity. A photograph is included in the 
report, showing a mackerel fishing ship with stick-held dip 
nets from the mainland, operating in the waters near the 
Senkaku Islands.

Mackerel fishing ground survey and ocean survey
    (6) Overview of survey
    Fishing grounds in Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery Zone 539, 
west of Uotsuri Island, are subject to a relatively fast tidal current 
flowing towards the east or the northeast.

Excerpt [English translation]

    This is a map of bonito fishing grounds in 
Ryukyuan waters, edited by the Fishery 
Division of the Government of the Ryukyu 
Islands. The bonito fishing grounds in the 
surrounding waters of the Senkaku Islands 
are marked by black dots with numerical 
numbers, i.e., 42, 60, 61, 62, and 65 as 
shown on the map.

June 1967

Fisheries Promotion Support Projects FY1967 Fishery Resource Survey 
(Map of bonito fishing grounds in Ryukyu coastal waters) 

Map produced by the Government of the Ryukyu Islands showing the presence 
of bonito fishing grounds around the Senkaku Islands
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Report on a fishing survey that included waters near the Senkaku Islands
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Mackerel stick-held dip net ship from the mainland
Repository: Okinawa Prefectural Library

Repository: Okinawa Prefectural Archives
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