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i. Surveys of the Senkaku Islands and use of the fishing 
   grounds in the waters around them
    The waters around the Senkaku Islands had been used as fishing 
grounds both during pre- and post-WWII periods. At the beginning of 
the 1950s, the Ryukyu Fisheries Research Institute conducted fishing 
grounds surveys on migratory fish and surveys on sea conditions, 
among others, while fishermen from Kyushu began to engage in 
fishing operations for skipjack and marlin, as well as a trawl-net 
fishery. Results of surveys on fishing grounds and catch levels have 
been reported by the Kagoshima Prefecture Fisheries Research 
Institute and the Fukuoka branch of the Fisheries Agency (→No.60). 
    In 1953, as the designation of the Syngman Rhee Line meant that 
fishermen from mainland Japan were excluded from the mackerel 
fishing grounds around Jeju Island, the continental shelf of the East 
China Sea around the Senkaku Islands was viewed as potential new 
fishing grounds for mackerel. To that end, in 1954 and 1959, a joint 
survey was conducted there by the Nagasaki Prefectural Fisheries 
Research Institute and the Ryukyu Fisheries Research Institute.
    Even though the U.S. military stationed in Japan continued to use 
the islands for bombing exercises, the waters around the Senkaku 
Islands were used by fishermen as good fishing grounds during the 
postwar period of recovery for the fishing industry. Surveys were 
conducted by research institutes (→No.61, No. 62).  
    In a document reporting on the production of corals in the context 
of licensed fisheries in 1967, we found descriptions that include the 
offshore areas of each of the Senkaku Islands in one of the fishing 
grounds for corals (→No.63). 

ii. Postwar academic surveys
    Academic surveys of the Senkaku Islands conducted after WWII 
started with a survey by Tetsuo TAKARA in 1950. Based on his 
experiences during this time, he contributed an article introducing 
the natural environment of the Senkaku Islands in a newspaper for 
children (→No.64). 
    Thereafter, TAKARA formed survey teams in 1952, 1953, 1963, 
and 1968 to conduct academic surveys of the Senkaku Islands. 
Many local researchers, particularly from the University of the 
Ryukyus, participated in these surveys.  
    After that, the University of the Ryukyus conducted another 
survey in 1971. For this survey, a team comprising 15 experts, 
including professors from the University of the Ryukyus, was 
formed. The team carried out surveys of animals, plants, geology, 
water quality, and marine observations at the Senkaku Islands, as 
well as a comprehensive survey of the fishing grounds.   
    One trait of this 1971 survey was that it was a joint project 
between the University of the Ryukyus and the Government of the 
Ryukyu Islands, and featured, for example, the use of the Tonan 
Maru, a research vessel owned by the Ryukyu Fisheries Research 
Institute (*1) of the Agriculture and Forestry Department of the 
Government of the Ryukyu Islands (→No.65).
    In 1979, an academic survey was conducted by the Okinawa 
Development Agency of the Government of Japan. This included 
surveys on geology, land and marine animals, and plants, among 
others, and contributed to the accumulation of valuable academic 
knowledge about the Senkaku Islands.

Report on a fishing survey conducted by the Kagoshima Prefecture Fisheries 
Research Institute

(5) – i. Documents related to fishing surveysPeriod IV

September 1960

Kagoshima Prefecture Fisheries Research Institute Bulletin Volume 2:
Status of operation of boats for mackerel pole-and-line fishing with 
luring light in the East China Sea
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i. Documents related to fishing surveys

(5) Documents related to surveys

ii. Documents on academic 
investigations 
conducted on the 
Senkaku Islands

Date Created
Author(s) & Editor(s)
Publisher

Name of Publication
Language
Medium
Public Access
Repository

September 1960
-
Kagoshima Prefecture Fisheries Research
Institute

-
Japanese
Paper
Available to the public
Fisheries Library, Kagoshima University 
Library (Local materials)

Follow the instruction at the Fisheries 
Library of Kagoshima University Library

Reference&
Information

Repositpry: Kagoshima Prefecture Fisheries Research Institute

Period IV

Signing of the 
instrument of 
surrender

Designation of
Kuba Island 
as a gunnery and
bombing range 
for the U.S. Forces

Establishment of
Government of 
the Ryukyus

Entry into Force of
San Francisco
Peace Treaty

Publication of report 
by the United Nations 
Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East
(ECAFE) 

Entry into Force of
Okinawa Reversion
Agreement

Establishment of
United States 
Civil Administration 
of the Ryukyu Islands 
(USCAR) 

Report on the
operational status
of the Kagoshima
Prefecture Fisheries 
Research Institute

Production report for 
coral fishery, a permitted 
type of fishery

Fishing grounds survey report
by the Ryukyu Fisheries Research
Institute, and a map of fishing grounds
prepared by the Fisheries Section of
the Government of the Ryukyu Islands

*1 The Ryukyu Fisheries Research Institute was renamed as the Ryukyu Fisheries Experiment Station on October 1970.

Overview of the state of fishing 
    The average catch per boat per night for each day 
of a five-day operation in the fishing grounds is as 
shown in Fig.1. In both FY1957 and FY1958, fishing 
conditions peaked in November, while experiencing 
repeated short-term fluctuations, but this year the 
reverse trend has occurred; fishing grounds have 
stayed in the coastal waters of Uotsuri Island and have 
become somewhat more active there.

Excerpt [English translation]

    This is a report on the status of mackerel 
pole-and-line fishing boat operations in the East China 
Sea made by the Kagoshima Prefecture Fisheries 
Research Institute. It states that the fishing vessels 
were operated in the waters near Uotsuri Island 
(fishing area number: 529, 539, and 549) as mackerel 
migratory activities were concentrated there from 
around February 1960.

Overview

It can be confirmed that administrative agencies and research institutions conducted 
surveys and investigations of the Senkaku Islands after WWII just as they did during the 
pre-WWII period, and had accumulated scientific information and industrial knowledge.
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