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(2) Kuba Island and Taisho Island designated as gunnery and
     bombing ranges

No.50 No.51 No.52 No.53

i. Designation of gunnery and bombing ranges
    There are two gunnery and bombing ranges under the control of the 
U.S. Forces in the Senkaku Islands. One is the “Kobi Sho Range” on 
Kuba Island, and the other is the “Sekibi Sho Range” on Taisho Island. 
The notification from the U.S. Ryukyu Command Headquarters to the 
Ryukyu Government in April 1948 states that three islands – “Kobi Sho 
(Kuba Island),” “Tori Shima (Tori Island)” and “Irisona Island” – had 
been designated as “Permanent Danger Areas” to be used by the 1st Air 
Division of the U.S. Forces.
    Fishing was prohibited in the areas designated as gunnery and bombing 
ranges. According to our research up to FY2017, Kuba Island had been 
designated as a gunnery and bombing range by 1948 at the latest, and on 
April 9, 1948, notification of the designation was made from the United 
States Military Government to the Okinawa Civilian Administration, 
which was the subordinate administrative organization of the Military 
Government (→No.51). In our research in FY2018, we found a document 
in which the United States Military Government made a notification to 
the Okinawa Civilian Administration on the areas in which fishing would 
be prohibited.  We also found a document dated April 22, 1948 that the 
Okinawa Civilian Administration made a notification on the prohibited 
areas to fishermen nearby(→No.52).
    The United States, administrating Okinawa after World War II, took 
notice of the usefulness of the Senkaku Islands as a military training area. 
    No notification of the use of either Kuba Island or Taisho Island as a 
gunnery and bombing range has been made by the U.S. Forces after June 
1978 because no such exercise has been made since then.

ii. Land lease contract between the U.S. Military and the 
land-owner of Kuba Island
    Kuba Island, designated as a gunnery and bombing range for the U.S. 
Military, was privately owned by Zenji KOGA (→No.27). The U.S. 
Military concluded a land lease contract with Zenji KOGA, via the 
Government of the Ryukyu Islands, to borrow the island for military 
purposes. Through our research, documents pertaining to this contract, 
spanning 1958 to 1970, were found (→No.53).  

Dated July 27, 1948
Kuba Island [Notice of the continued use of
Danger Areas for an indefinite period of time]

A document showing that Kuba Island had been designated as a gunnery and 
bombing range for the U.S. Forces

Period IV (2) – i. Documents related to the designation of Kuba Island as a gunnery and bombing range

Repository: Okinawa Prefectural Archives

    This document dated January 15, 1948 
superseded the 1st Air Division’s 
Regulation “55-8” of October 15, 1946. It 
provided that the ranges should be as 
follows: – Five areas, including “Kobi 
Sho” (Kuba Island of the Senkaku 
Islands), are designated as Permanent 
Danger Areas. – Four areas, including Ie 
Shima (Ie Island), are designated as 
Temporary Danger Areas.

Overview

*This image is taken from the original reposited in NARA.

[Operations: Gunnery and Bombing Ranges (Supersession of the
1st Air Division Regulation 55-8)]
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Period IV

i. Documents showing that the U.S. forces designated Kuba 
Island as a gunnery and bombing range by 1948 at the 
latest and notified the Okinawa Civilian Administration of 
this matter, and that the Okinawa Civilian Administration 
notified fishery operators of this matter 

ii. Land lease contracts concluded between 
the landowner and the U.S. Forces for the 
use of Kuba Island as a gunnery and 
bombing range
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These documents confirm that the United States 
(U.S. Forces) placed Kuba Island and Taisho 
Island under its administration, and recognized 
pre-WWII systems and assets relating to the two 
islands after WWII.

Summary

    1. Purpose: The purpose of this
regulation is to assign reference numbers
and designate the danger areas for all
recognized bombing and gunnery ranges
in the Okinawa area.

(text omitted)

         a. Permanent Danger Areas:
             #1 (Kobi Sho) - within 5 mile radius
               (text omitted)

          b. Temporary Danger Areas:
              #6 (Ie Shima) -  (text omitted)
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