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（3）Growing economic activities around the Senkaku Islands by people 
      from all quarters, and third application by Okinawa Prefecture

Sino-Japanese 
war breaks out

Period II

No.15

i. Advance of fishery operators 
  from Kumamoto Prefecture

Proposal to the central government 
for incorporation 

ii. Continued attempts by Okinawa 
Prefecture to manage the growing activities

　Recently, however, people are coming to 
the islands to attempt fishing and other 
activities, and because these do not 
infrequently involve legal control, we would 
like to erect markers of this Prefecture's 
jurisdiction, as we previously reported in 
detail in 1885. We therefore urgently request 
your guidance, and hereby once again make 
a report to that effect, attaching copies of 
the former report and your instruction. (text 
omitted)

Proposal for incorporation and 
erection of territorial markers (1893)
Request for incorporation and erection of 
territorial markers (1893)“Ko No.111” 
“Miscellaneous Matters Related to the 
Imperial Territory”November 2, 1893
Repository: Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry
 of Foreign Affairs of Japan

Excerpt [English translation]

No.14～No.12 No.18～No.17

　This is a fishing plan for the waters around the Senkaku Islands, 
prepared by a group of fishermen led by Tadashi NODA (a former 
samurai from Kumamoto Prefecture). It cites, the reasons for 
deciding to fish around the islands, the existence of freshwater areas 
on the islands, and the presence of many skipjacks and green turban 
shellfish, as well as a significant number of other marine products.

This spring, Tadashi NODA and Nobuo YAMAKUMA, accompanied 
by one fisherman, went to the Sakishima Islands to carry out 
exploration. Finally, they decided to engage in fishing operations 
around the Senkaku Islands, uninhabited islands lying between the 
Yaeyama Islands and Taiwan.

　In the first place, the Senkaku Islands lie 93 nautical miles over sea 
to the north-northwest of Ishigaki Island in the Yaeyama Islands, and 
101 nautical miles from Taiwan. There are four islands in all, with 
freshwater and timber available. Shark, bonito, whale and green 
turban shellfish are most numerous, but other marine species are 
also by no means small in quantity.
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A fishing plan for the waters around the Senkaku Islands

Period II (3)-i. Documents concerning the advance into the Senkaku Islands by people from Kumamoto Prefecture

Repository: Okinawa Prefectural Archives 

FY2014/P11

Mission statement for undertaking marine business around the 
uninhabited islands

Overview

Excerpt [English translation]

The Governor of Okinawa 
Prefecture submits a request to 
the Minister of Home Affairs on 
the erection of territorial markers. 
Okinawa Prefectural Government 
conducts field surveys on the 
Senkaku Islands. 

The Governor of Okinawa 
Prefecture submits a request to 
the central government on the 
incorporation of the islands under 
its jurisdiction in order to regulate 
fishery operators

The Governor of Okinawa 
Prefecture submits a request to 
the central government on the 
erection of territorial markers 
(repeated request)

Commissioned Research Report on the Senkaku Islands-related Documents (FY2019) Commissioned Research Report on the Senkaku Islands-related Documents (FY2019)

4. Period   　

 

i. Third application by Okinawa Prefecture to the central government
　The application made by Okinawa Prefecture in 1890 had not been approved by the 
central government either. On the other hand, there were growing economic activities 
around the Senkaku Islands, including those by people from places other than the 
Yaeyama region. In this regard, in November 1893, the Governor of Okinawa 
(Shigeru NARAHARA) submitted another application to the Minister of Home 
Affairs (Kaoru INOUE) and the Minister for Foreign Affairs (Munemitsu MUTSU) 
for the incorporation of the Senkaku Islands into Okinawa Prefecture and erection of 
territorial markers due to the presence of people attempting to fish around the Islands 
in recent years (box shown on the left).

ii. Advance into the Senkaku Islands by people from Kumamoto    
     Prefecture
　The aforementioned application from the Governor of Okinawa Prefecture was 
made based on the need to manage and control people who had been attempting to 
fish around the Senkaku Islands in recent years. Our research has confirmed the 
existence of documents showing plans by parties from outside the Yaeyama region to 
fish around the Senkaku Islands about this time, including a group of fishery operators 
led by Tadashi NODA (a former samurai in Kumamoto Prefecture) (→No.12), as well 
as newspaper articles reporting their plan (→No.13).
　A travel journal compiled by Gisuke SASAMORI, who visited Okinawa Prefecture 
in 1893 and conducted a field survey on the Okinawa Main Island, the Miyako 
Islands, and the Yaeyama Islands, touches on NODA’s fishing activities based on his 
own observations (→No.14).
　In addition, according to information provided by the Naha City Museum of 
History, a letter from a government official of Kagoshima Prefecture (Hisayoshi 
OMIBARA) requesting the Governor of Okinawa Prefecture to facilitate NODA’s 
fishing activities has also been confirmed (→No.15).

iii. Continued attempts by Okinawa Prefecture to manage the growing 
      economic activities
　Amidst the growing economic activities on the Senkaku Islands, a report compiled 
by the Yaeyama Islands Public Office on the agriculture, forestry, and fishery of the 
Yaeyama Islands includes descriptions about fishing activities around the Senkaku 
Islands (→No.16). Furthermore, the Governor of Okinawa Prefecture issued a 
notification concerning some fishermen who had gone fishing to the islands and were 
missing, and requested the public to notify the authorities if they found these 
fishermen (→No.17). 
　Our research has also confirmed that the Senkaku Islands were included in a list of 
policing districts drawn up by Okinawa Prefecture in 1893 (→No.18).
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* The image shown here is the Ryukyu Yaeyama Islands Survey Appendix
from the collection of the Institute for the Study of Japanese Folk Culture,
Kanagawa University (Saigyodo Library), photographed by the Institute for
Okinawan Studies, Hosei University (2007).

Cabinet decision on 
the erection of 
territorial markers and 
incorporation under the 
jurisdiction of Okinawa 
Prefecture
(Incorporation into
 Japan’s territory)
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This shows that, against the backdrop of the 
growing advance into the islands by private 
citizens, the Okinawa Prefectural 
Government continued with its attempts to 
manage the Senkaku Islands prior to their 
incorporation into Japanese territory in 1895. 

Summary




