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　A copy of a prefectural document (a draft of an order) titled, 
“On the matter of the method of ruling the Daito Islands” 
prepared by Okinawa Prefecture in December 1891. The draft 
order states: it is so understood that the Daito Islands and the 
Senkaku Islands (Akon-kuba Islands) are under the jurisdiction 
of the Public Offices of Naha and Yaeyama Islands, 
respectively. 
　The Survey Report on the Daito Islands is a compilation 
containing a copy of the report itself, as well as copies  of 
other official documents. 
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On the matter of the method of ruling the Daito Islands

(text ommitted) In addition, concerning the jurisdiction over 
the Akon-kuba Islands, the request was submitted by the 
Director of the Yaeyama Islands Public Office as an 
attachment. While currently we are making inquiries to those 
in authority about them (the Akon-kuba Islands), since it is 
clear that these islands are Japanese territory geographically, 
we are considering that it is urgent to place them under the 
jurisdiction of the Yaeyama Islands Public Office, in the same 
way as the Daito Islands, at this moment. It is better to provide 
an instruction as the Second Plan. 
    We suggest you that the Director-General of the Department 
of Home Affairs would notify each director of the offices and 
each department according to the Third Plan after deciding on 
the First and Second Plans.

A draft order to place the Senkaku Islands under the jurisdiction of the Yaeyama
Islands Public Office

An instruction to incorporate the Senkaku Islands under the provisional
jurisdiction of the Yaeyama Islands Police Station

Excerpt [English Ttanslation]Overview

　This is the FY 1891 Report of the annual reports compiled 
by the Okinawa Prefectural Police Department. The report 
states that in December 1891, the Governor of Okinawa 
Prefecture issued an instruction to the Yaeyama Islands Police 
Station that provisionally put the Akon-kuba Islands (※1) under 
its jurisdiction. 
　Thus, this document indicates that Okinawa Prefecture was 
making an attempt to manage the Senkaku Islands 
provisionally under the jurisdiction of the Prefectural Police 
even before the official incorporation of the Senkaku Islands 
into the territory of Japan in 1895. Note that the reason why 
the main text of the material says “provisionally placed under 
the jurisdiction of the Yaeyama Islands Police Station” is that 
Okinawa Prefecture could not exercise the management rights 
by the police as an official administrative act before the official 
territorial incorporation of the Senkaku Islands.

Overview

　In the year of 1891, on the same day and same month 
(December 11), Prefectural Instruction No. 47 states that the 
Akon-kuba Islands are provisionally placed under the 
jurisdiction of the Yaeyama Islands Police Station.

Excerpt [English translation]
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*1 The Akon-kuba Islands was another name of the Senkaku Islands and
was used in Okinawa Prefecture and the Yaeyama region at the time.




