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    This is an article reporting on the situation in the Yaeyama Islands. 
According to the article, the adjacent waters of the Yaeyama Islands 
produce an abundance of resources that are primarily exported 
overseas, including shark’s fin, sea cucumber, and green turban 
shellfish. However, as these are mainly gathered by migrant workers 
outside of Okinawa Prefecture, the Yaeyama Island Joint Fisheries 
Company(*1) was set up to encourage local residents to engage in 
such fishery activities. 

(text omitted) Those who are familiar with marine products 
are well aware of the fact that the waters adjacent to 
these islands are rich in seafood resources, such as 
shark’s fin, sea cucumber, and green turban shellfish (text 
omitted) which are, above all, prized as overseas exports 
with a high production volume every year. (text omitted) 
Much of this is harvested by migrant workers who come 
from the mainland. (text omitted) The Yaeyama Island 
Joint Fisheries Company was established in February last 
year, and is putting great effort into promoting fishery 
activities.  
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    This is a part of administrative documents kept by Tadao 
HANAWA, who worked for the former Yaeyama Islands Public 
Office (currently Ishigaki City Hall) as an Okinawa Prefectural 
Government official in 1890. It includes an interview survey 
that shows that a total of 78 people traveled to Kuba Island 
and Uotsuri Island from Itoman, a fishing harbor in the 
southern part of the Main Island of Okinawa.
    The attachments of this document include a letter from the 
head of the Yaeyama Islands Public Office to the Governor of 
Okinawa Prefecture requesting the incorporation of the 
Senkaku Islands under the jurisdiction of the Yaeyama Islands 
Public Office, and correspondence between the Yaeyama 
Islands Public Office and the Okinawa Prefectural 
Government.

Documents concerning the Yaeyama Islands: Kuba Island
(text omitted)
A total of 78 Itoman residents traveled to the islands of Kuba 
and Uotsuri.
They consisted of 32 persons traveling on the Daiyu Maru, 26 
on bonito ships, and 20 from Yonaguni.
I have enclosed in this report a green turban shell harvested 
on the said islands, for which I disbursed four Kan'ei coins. 
(HANAWA's name seal)
(text omitted)
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A newspaper article on the establishment of the Yaeyama Island 
Joint Fisheries Company
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Article in the Jiji Shimpo, dated March 7, 1890
Business Conditions on the Yaeyama Islands

Commissioned Research Report on the Senkaku Islands-related Documents (FY2019) Commissioned Research Report on the Senkaku Islands-related Documents (FY2019)

4. Period   　

 

Date Created

Author(s) & Editor(s)

Publisher

Name of Publication

Language
Medium
Public Access
Repository

December 25, 1889～
April 16, 1890

Tadao HANAWA, Tsunenori NISHI, 
Toyoaki SAKAI

Japanese
Paper
Available to the public
Okinawa Prefectural Library
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Okinawa Prefectural Library
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-
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Japanese
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Available to the public
National Diet Library
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National Diet Library
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A document showing that many fishermen were conducting fishing in the waters 
around the Senkaku Islands  

Yaeyama Islands Public Office, 
Okinawa Prefecture
Okinawa Prefectural Government
Documents concerning 
the Yaeyama Islands: Kuba Island

*1 The first issue of the Okinawa Seinen Zasshi (Okinawa Youth Magazine), 
published in 1890, reported that the Yaeyama Island Joint Fisheries Company
went out to the Senkaku Islands in 1890 and returned with a big catch. 




