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　A copy of a mission report of an on-site investigation of the Senkaku 
Islands by Hyogo Ishizawa, a 5th Grade Officer of Okinawa Prefecture. 
The investigation was conducted by Okinawa Prefecture on the islands 
in 1885. A mission of six people including Ishizawa landed on Uotsuri 
Island and made investigations into the topography and feasibility of 
development in light of the flora and fauna of the island. In particular, 
they described in detail the geological characteristics and the conditions 
of albatross colonies in the report. The mission brought several rock 
samples and dozens of albatrosses (together with some several hundred 
eggs) back to the Okinawa Prefectural Government Office. The report 
also adds that, shortly after they departed from Uotsuri Island, Kuba 
Island came into view in the distance, but sighting of Taisho Island 
(Kumeaka Island) could not be confirmed due to darkness. Written on 
the lined paper of the Ministry of Home Affairs.

In accordance with your order to conduct a field inspection of Uotsuri, 
Kuba and Kumeaka Islands, on October 22nd, I boarded the steamship 
Izumo Maru hired by this Prefecture.

Uotsuri Island
(Text omitted) At a distance of several nautical miles ahead of the ship was 
something towering high like a mountain, and this was Uotsuri Island.

　This material is a copy of a report by Tsurumatsu 
Hayashi, the captain of the steam-liner Izumo Maru, of the 
ship’s voyage to the Senkaku Islands. The Izumo Maru 
was owned by the Japan Mail Steamship Company and 
leased to Okinawa Prefecture. The report includes a 
description of an on-site investigation conducted by 
Okinawa Prefecture, ten years prior to the incorporation of 
the Senkaku Islands into Japan’s territory in 1895. It states 
that the islands had often been observed by foreign ships, 
and various sailing directions include detailed descriptions 
of the islands. Besides descriptions of the Senkaku 
Islands in those directions, the report also records the 
captain’s own findings through the on-site investigation. 
Written on the lined paper of the Ministry of Home Affairs.

A report by the captain of the Izumo Maru, the chartered ship used for the 
investigation on the Senkaku Islands by Okinawa Prefecture
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Report on a voyage around Uotsuri, Kuba, and Kumeaka 
Islands
(Text omitted) First, the ship landed on the west coast of 
Uotsuri Island and attempted to cast sounding leads 
several times in an area three to four "cables" (*1 cable = 
185.2m) away from the coast, but the sea bed was 
extremely deep (text omitted)

A report by an official of Okinawa Prefecture who conducted an on-site 
investigation of the Senkaku Islands
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