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6No. Map (Rough map of areas under the jurisdiction of Okinawa Prefecture 
and distances)

Repository: Naha City Museum of History

A portable map showing the Senkaku Islands as islands under 
the jurisdiction of Okinawa Prefecture

Period II (1) – ii. Documents showing Okinawa Prefecture’s recognition of the Senkaku Islands from 1885

　Aritomo YAMAGATA (Minister of Home Affairs at the time) received an order 
to conduct an inspection tour of Okinawa Prefecture. He departed from 
Shimbashi, Tokyo, on February 26, 1886, inspected the Okinawa Islands, the Goto 
Islands, and Tsushima, returned to Tokyo on March 31 the same year, and 
submitted a report to the Cabinet. His report includes the “Nanko Nikki” (Journal 
of Southbound Voyage; pictured below), and there is a passage on his visit to a 
research institute to promote industrial development in Naha, the capital of 
Okinawa Prefecture. After the description of manufacturing equipment for sugar, 
it explains that, although albatrosses of Uotsuri Island were captured alive, they 
all died and their wings were kept in storage.  
　The albatrosses mentioned by YAMAGATA are believed to have been brought 
back during the on-site investigation of the Senkaku Islands by Okinawa 
Prefecture in 1885. The report by Hyogo ISHIZAWA (→No.5), who participated in 
the investigation, indicated that several dozen albatrosses and many eggs had 
been brought back to the Okinawa Prefectural Government Office, while a news 
article covering the on-site investigation (*1) mentioned that the birds, which were 
captured alive, had been kept and bred at the research institute for promoting 
industrial development.

Albatrosses mentioned in the inspection 
journal of Aritomo YAMAGATA

Nanko Nikki (Journal of Southbound Voyage)
“On the matter of the transmission of the report on the inspection tour
 of Okinawa Islands, Goto Islands, and Tsushima by the Minister, Count 
Aritomo YAMAGATA”
Kobun Zassan*, 1886, Vol. 9, Ministry of Home Affairs I
May 1886     Repository: National Archives of Japan

*The Kobun Zassan is a compilation of administrative documents, 
in particular original ones. The documents are classified on a regulation 
or an incident basis.
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“Okinawa Tsushin,” Jiji Tsushin, Jiji Shimpo article dated November 24, 1885*1

Age unknown
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Rough map of areas under the jurisdiction of Okinawa
Prefecture and distances
Uotsuri Island, Kuba Island, and Kumeaka Island

Overview

  This is a rough map of areas under the jurisdiction of Okinawa 
Prefecture and the distances between each island. Three islands – 
“Kumeaka (Taisho),” “Kuba” and “Uotsuri” islands – are listed in the 
description of the Senkaku Islands. As these names are also found 
in other documents made by the Prefecture, they seem to have been 
consistently used in the Prefecture after the on-site investigation 
conducted on the Senkaku Islands in 1885.

Excerpt [English translation]
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