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The Embassy of the United States of America presents
its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
has the honor to refer to the latter’s note of November
10, 1952 stating that a single engine airplane described as
being under the command of the United States Forces on
the Far East dropped bombs on Dokdo Island on
September 15, 1952. The Embassy is advised that the
limited amount of information provided in the
Ministry’s note as well as the very long time which has
elapsed since the incident is said to have taken place
make it virtually impossible for the United Nations
Command to determine the facts in the case.
Preparations have, however, been expedited to dispense
with the use of Dokdo Island as a bombing range.

The Embassy has taken note of the statement
contained in the Ministry’s Note that “Dokdo Island
(Liancourt Rocks) ...is a part of the territory of the
Republic of Korea”. The United States Government’s
understanding of the territorial status of this island was
stated in Assistant Secretary of State Dean Rusk’s note to
the Korean Ambassador in Washington dated August 10,
1951.

American Embassy,
Pusan, December 4, 1952.
RHBushner/ic

I RG84, Records of the foreign Service Posts of
the Department of the State, Entry 2846, Korea,
Seoul Embassy, Classified General Records, 1953-55, Box12
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