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Takeshima (Liancourt Rocks) - The two

uninhabited islets of Takeshima, almost equidistant
from Japan and Korea in the Japan Sea, were
formally claimed by Japan in 1905, apparently
without protest by Korea, and placed under the
jurisdiction of the Oki Islands Branch Office of
Shimane Prefecture. They are a breeding ground
for sea lions, and records show that for a long time
Japanese fishermen migrated there during certain
seasons. Unlike Dagelet Island a short distance to
the west, Takeshima has no Korean name and does
not appear ever to have been claimed by Korea.
The islands have been used by U.S. forces during
the occupation as a bomigng range and have
possible value as a weather or radar station site.
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