To the people of Fukushima prefecture —greetings and support from Germany

In March 2011 a huge earthquake and subsequent tsunami waves severely damaged large parts of
the Eastern Japanese coast, including the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant. The
consequences of this disaster have been severe particularly for the residents of Fukushima
prefecture. Many lost their loved ones, their physical belongings including their homes and their
usual living environment. Even more people became highly worried about their children’s and their

own future following radioactive contamination of the environment.

Countless governmental and non-governmental offices and organizations in Japan and worldwide
have started to work together towards assessing and repairing damages and reducing long-term
consequences of the disasters. International support and expertise has been sought and accepted
by Japan. Germany is one country where the Fukushima disaster led to far-reaching decision
concerning the future energy policies of the country, and there is an intense interest and solidarity
particularly with the health concerns that people in Fukushima and other affected areas have. In
Germany we have a rather long-standing history of controversy around nuclear energy policy. The
potential health effects of living near nuclear power plants, for example, have led to a series of
studies with a focus on childhood cancer. These epidemiological studies compare disease
frequencies between groups with different levels of exposure to ionizing radiation. Epidemiologists
like myself are involved in both planning and conducting such scientific assessments, and we
provide critical interpretation of the evidence from this scientific work for the discussion with the

public and with politicians.

The nuclear contamination of widespread environments in Fukushima prefecture calls for thorough
assessment on the one hand, and efficient and swift action based on this assessment on the other
hand. Separating rumors from facts regarding health consequences of the nuclear accident is very
important in these endeavors. Next to the ongoing decontamination activities, major initiatives to
assess the actual radiation exposure of Fukushima residents are already under way. Comparisons
with other situations that involve ionizing radiation exposure are very useful to better understand
the implications of the Fukushima accident for the public, but also for the workers involved in the
clean-up operations. Contributing relevant expertise from studies investigating health risks of
radiation exposure, including studies of aircrew exposed to cosmic radiation, of nuclear workers or
of patients who underwent medical diagnostic imaging, will be among the support that | and other

international colleagues can provide to the Japanese people. Impartial and trustworthy information



and discussion about the catastrophe and its consequences is needed, and | will be pleased if | can

be of help in this respect.

Prof. Hajo Zeeb is an epidemiologist from Bremen, Germany, with long-standing interest in radiation
research. He is involved in many epidemiological and public health studies in Germany and

internationally.
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