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— 4 Year-Old Kampuchean Bey Has Congenital Heart Problem —

Contributions Sought for Handicapped Refugee

The refugee organization that

is sponsoring Japan's first
handicapped Southeast Asian
refugee, a 4-year-old Kam-
puchean boy with-a congenital
heart- problem, said that con-
tributions toward his support
have fallen far short of what is
needed.
. The Association to Aid In-
dochinese Refugees established
a relief fund to help Yu Khan-
nara and his family settle in
Japan. They have estimated
that ¥10 million will be needed,
but contributions so far total
only ¥300,000.

The Yu family — Khannara,

his mother, grandmother, and

an uncle — are expected to
arrive in Japan at the end of
this month. The mother’s
younger sister and her husband
are already living in Japan;
they arrived here as refugees in
" May 1982,

Japan is the only country in
which the family has a close
relative. But the government
refused. their application for
resettlement as refugees until
various organizations In-
tervered to ask. for recon-
sideration of their case. They
were refused because of the
child’s health problem. ac-
cording to Tadamasa Fukiura
of the association.

“The Japanese government is
worried that they will have to
use government money to
support refugees like this”

Fukiura szid. *‘Our philosophy
as a relief agency is completely
different from that of the
government."”

Although good health is a
condition for entering most
countries as an immigrant or
refugee, the association weuld
like {0 see Japan pledge to

~ accept at least ten handicapped

refugees a year under the
United Nations "High Com-
mission on Refugees **Ten or
More’’ program, Fukiura said.

There are 200,000 Southeast
Asian refugees in camps in
Thailand awaiting resettlement
in other countries. The United
States has accepted over 500,000
Indochinese in the past eight
years, Japan has admitted
5,000,

Although- Japan has not
formally participated in the
““Ten or Mcre”’ program., there
actually are 2 number of
refugees who have entered
Japan despite mental, physical,
or social handicaps, according
to I, H. Alimohamad. the UNH-
CR representative for Japan.

Alimohamad said that there
are less than 20 handicapped
refugees in camps in Japan
waiting to be resettled. and
probably others that have
already been resettled,

Fukiura said he considers the
government policy of not ad-

‘minister, .and

mitting refugees with han-
dicaps “‘discrimination against
the handicapped.”

“It's an internationai em-
harrassment,’” he said.

“It's like telling him to go
ahead and die in that refugee
camp. We want to give the Yu
family a warm weicome in
Japan.”

In November, 1983 the
family's application to enter
Japan was rejected for the
fourth time. In December,
Proiect Asia, a refugee
organization in Bangkok,
contacted the association and
asked that they help Yu and his
family enter Japan.

. An investigative committee
from the association went to
Bangkok in January. After they
returned they met with the
prime minister, . the [foreign
the welfare
minister to ask .for special
consideration of the family's
case on humanitartan grounds.

They promised the govern-

ment that they would pay all the
family's. expenses -— f{ood,
nousing, and education — and
help them find employment,
according to Fukiura. .
The Yu family will spen

" their first three months in

Japan at the Yamato refugee
relocation center studying
Japanese and learning about

Japanese society and culture.
Then the association will house
them in a two-room apartment
in Yokohama.

They have found a Japanese-
Kampuchean interpreter to
help the family and notified the
mother’s sister that" her
relatives will be arriving soon.

Khannara will receive a
thorough medical examindtion
after he arrives, but for the
time being his condition is
stable, according to a letter
from the Catholic Relief Ser-
vices doctor who examined him
at the Phanat Nikom refugee
Camp in Thailand.

Contributions to the relief
fund  for Khannara and his
family .can be sent te Tokyo
Post Qifice Savings Account -
96509,

Fukiura hopes that the first
humanitarian exception won’t
be the last: *“We hope that the
government will cooperate
more in the future with this kind
of case. We're not sure that the
government will, but it’'s our
responsibility to see that they
do.” (J. Sather)
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