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ECIZHITHZEMBEROMEEREE IOV (INSPIRE)

WHY INSPIRE? (14 March 2007 EC DirectivelZ&5)

The need for the INSPIRE initiative

The general situation on spatial information in Europe is one of fragmentation of datasets and sources, gaps
in availability, lack of harmonisation between datasets at different geographical scales and duplication of
information collection. These problems make it difficult to identify, access and use data that is available.

Fortunately, awareness is growing at national and at EU level about the need for quality geo-referenced
information to support understanding of the complexity and interactions between human activities and
ervironmental pressures and impacts The INSPIRE initiative is therefore timely and relevant but also a major
challenge given the general situation outlined above and the many stakeholder interests to be addressed.

INSPIRE is complementary to related policy initiatives, such as the Commission proposal for a Directive on
the re-use and commercial exploitation of Public Sector Information.

The INSPIRE Concept

INSRIRE is ambitions. The initiative intends to trigger the creation of a_ European spatial information
infrastructure that delivers to the users integrated spatial information services. These services should allow
the users to identify and access spatial or geographical information from a wide range of sources, from the
local level to the global level, in an inter-operable way for a variety of uses. The target users of INSPIRE
include policy-makers, planners and managers at European, national and local level and the citizens and
their organisations. Fossible services are the visualisation of information layers, overlay of information from
different sources, spatial and temporal analysis, etc.
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IEEE Pervasive Computing
Vol.6 No.3, 2007

Navitime: Supporting Pedestrian Navigation in the Real World
M. Arikawa, S. Konomi, K. Ohnishi, pp. 21-29
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Nanotechnology
Biotechnology

Spatial Information Technology
(geotechnology)

The US Department of Labor

oy el Mapping
opportunities

as one of the three most
important emerging
and evolving fields.

Scientists who can combine geographic information
systems with satellite data are in demand in a variety
of disciplines. Virginia Gewin gets her bearings.
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Thenext Google

Pl Ten years ago this month, Google's first employee turned up at the garage where thesearch engine
was originally housed. What technology at lar early st: day will have ch our
world as much by 20182 Nature asked h peoplet late — or
lay out their wares. Their responses are wide ranging, but one common theme emerges: the integration of
the worlds of matter and information, whether it be by the blurring of boundaries between online and real
i nts, touchy-feely feedback froma phone or chromosomes tucked away on databases.

and t

Bill Buxton lateadoles- ~ capableof: sensa-
Principal researcher, Microsoft, cence. mmm:m.xmmnym tions of contact, or of

Toronto, Canada the Ford Model T in terms ofwhat will beavail -~ toggling through g

ELECTRONIC PAPER ablein five years. menus. But tex-

I subscribe to Melvin Kranzberg’s second 1 thinkwith this technology will comeadra-  ture,shape and

Iaw of technology: invention is the mother of mlﬂcchnnyein our almude towards paper.

necessity. Although created iswonder.  will become

to fulfil needs, each also creates them; the next: Mch:mhgmdqdmemdﬂ':hndx]lhlml‘t more refined
generation of technologies will deliver the  stand reading stuff on my computer. Butthis  and afford-

promises of what we already have. technology will make us question whether we  able. A dry,
The history y con- flatscreen will "W
over v y publishing and newsprint in North ~ be able to simu- =
going to impact on the next ten years is goingto ~ America each week. late the feel of fur g
et years ol already. (T components that orwetness. £
]
Ihcmlznyenieidicr.wﬁh!hcmmuﬂhc F
wieh.) One prime can-
didate is electronic

paper, displays
\ thatareaseasy to

I} 7al: Ten years ago this month, Google's first employee turned up at the garage where the search engine
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