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Operating sites and the World Heritage Operational Guidelines
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Half of the sites proposed for the World Heritage series have components that are within
operational industrial sites, or are themselves still being used for industrial or production
purposes.
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The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention
(2011) and the UNESCO manual Preparing World Heritage Nominations (2011) make
no distinctions between sites that are still in operation, sites that have new uses, and sites
that have become museums — all are eligible for nomination. Many World Heritage
sites have industrial, port, transport or production uses.
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The Operational Guidelines:
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e recognise that there is a diversity a management systems that might be
appropriate given the particular ‘type, characteristics and needs of the nominated
property and its cultural ... context’ (s.110);
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e require that legislative and regulatory measures at national and local levels
should assure the survival of the property and its protection against development
and change that might negatively impact the outstanding universal value, or the
integrity and/or authenticity of the property (s.98);
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e require that each nominated property should have an appropriate management
plan or other documented management system which should specify how the
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outstanding universal value of a property should be preserved (s.132);
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¢ indicate that States Parties are responsible for implementing effective
management activities for a World Heritage property. State Parties should do so
in close collaboration with property managers, the agency with management
authority and other partners, and stakeholders in property management (s.117);
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¢ indicate that to ensure sustainable use of a property, World Heritage properties
may support a variety of ongoing and proposed uses that are ... culturally
sustainable. The State Party and partners must ensure that such sustainable use
does not adversely impact the outstanding universal value, integrity and/or
authenticity of the property. Furthermore, any uses should be ... culturally
sustainable (5.119).
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Japan now has the tools, through the cabinet decision, to effectively manage operational
sites and satisfy the UNESCO Operational Guidleines. The use of Landscape law, Port
law, city planning controls, legal agreements, etc. reinforced by the clearly stated
commitment of the Cabinet to manage these sites in a way that conserves World Heritage
values, all combine to provide the legislative and regulatory framework needed to
achieve success.
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