Message to our friends affected by the nuclear component of the earthquake/tsunami
event of March 2011

Werner Burkart, Vienna

The international community is highly impressed by the resilience of those affected by the
tremendous earthquake and tsunami followed by large releases of radioactivity from several units of
the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant. We stand by Japan and the population in and around the
prefecture of Fukushima and will do the utmost to help you in difficult but attainable tasks to restore
the livelihood of those affected. The large amounts of radioactivity released and partially deposited
on Japanese terrain have to be removed or shielded to allow the return of most of those who had to
abandon their homes. The task is huge, but Japanese ingenuity and perseverance can do it in the
coming months and years. Regular updates of open and transparent analyses of the radiological
situation outside and inside the plant will provide the base for comprehensive remediation efforts.
Fears and perceived risks from ionizing radiation remain understandingly high. The local people
carrying this burden have to be empowered to be part the decisions to overcome the destructions
and contaminations. Not complex science but sound comparisons with natural levels of radiation, its
fluctuations and ensuing health risks might help to create a common understanding of the challenges
and to give confidence for a future without undue dangers from the fallout of Fukushima. In this
context, whole body measurements of critical **’cesium incorporations and a comparison with
naturally radioactive **potassium, which is similar to **’cesium both from its decay energy and
metabolism, might build trust.

The international community of radiation specialists and me offer support for the many tasks ahead.
Restoration of the lands can and must proceed to allow the majority of those affected to return to
their homes and patterns of life.

Werner Burkart is a professor of radiation biology and former Deputy Director General of IAEA where he was in charge of
Nuclear Sciences and Applications
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