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Japandepends,99.7% of its trade volume,on maritimetransportation,therefore, the navigationalsafetyis the key
for the dailylife of its peopleaswell asfor its economy. TheGulfof Adenisoneof the vital shippinglanesfor Japan,since
it connectsAsiawith Europevia the Suezcanalwhere 17,000 vesselspassannually. Furthermore,sinceapproximately
13% of the world containercargosand 740,000 exportedvehicles(approximately17% of all the exportedones) from
Japanwere transportedthrough the Gulf of Adenin 2014, the safetyof merchantvesselsis still one of the urgent and
critical issuesfor Japan.

Ç Somalia and the Surroundings (off the Coast of Somalia and the Gulf of Aden)

Á Importance of the Gulf of Aden for Japan

Gulf of Aden

Gulf of Aden ᵾ Japan
Approx.12,000km
(Approx.6,500nm)

Gulf of Aden 

Suez Canal 

Somalia

2014 Annual Passage of 
Japan-Related Vessels*

through the Gulf of Aden
*Japanese flag vessels and foreign flag vessels  

operated by Japanese shipping companies  

Approx.1,700 Vessels
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One of the Vital Shipping Lanes for Japan Which
ConnectsAsiawith Europevia the SuezCanal
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According to the ICC-IMB*, 11 Somali piracy incidents were
reported in 2014. No attacks were reported against Japan-related
vessels.

*ICC INTERNATIONALMARITIMEBUREAU

Ç Piracy Incidentsoff the Coast of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden

Ç Japanremains concernedabout the continuing threat
posedby piracyoff the coastof Somaliaand in the Gulf
of Aden. Althougha markedreductionhasbeenseenin
the number of attacks and hijackingsin 2012, Japan
observesthat the underlyingcausesof piracy remain in
place,andthe currentdeclineis inherentlyreversible.

Year

Number of incidents
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=Fired upon 

 =Suspicious vessel 

 = Boarded 
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ü The Counter-Piracy Operation by the Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) and the Japan Coast 
Guard (JCG)  (See άhǾŜǊǾƛŜǿέ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ сύ

In March 2009, after receivingthe approvalof the PrimeMinister based
on the Cabinetdecisionunder the provisionsof Article 82 of the SDFAct, the
Minister of Defensegavethe order for Maritime SecurityOperationsin order to
protect Japan-related vesselsfrom actsof piracyin the watersoff the coastof
Somaliaand in the Gulf of Aden. Followingthis order, two Japanesedestroyers
departed from Japanand beganescortingJapan-related vesselsin the same
month. Moreover,to conductmore effectivecounter-piracyoperationsover an
extensivemarinearea,the other order wasgivenin May 2009to dispatchtwo
P-3Cpatrol aircrafts,and theseaircraftscommencedwarningand surveillance
activitiesin the Gulfof Adenin Junethe sameyear. ¢ƘŜ W{5CΩǎ 5ŜǎǘǊƻȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ t-3C  on  

Warning and Surveillance Activities

Ç Japan's Actions against Piracy off the Coast of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden
üThe Counter-Piracy Operation by the JSDF and the JCG
üAct on Special Measures Concerning the Guarding of Japanese Ships in 

Pirate-Infested Waters

4*Stationingin certainwatersto protect navigatingvessels

In July2013, Japandecidedto participatein the CTF151 to commenceso-
called zone defense* in addition to escort missions as before, while
coordinating closely with the units of other countries that are engagedin
counter-piracy operations, for the purpose of conductingmore flexible and
effectiveoperationseachothers. Followingthis, the surfaceforce started zone
defensein Dec. 2013. In addition, the air force has been participating in the
CTF151sinceFeb. 2014.

In view of United Nations Conventionon the Law of the Sea,Japan
subsequentlyenactedthe Act concerningthe Punishmentof Actsof Piracyand
Measuresto Dealwith Actsof Piracy(the Anti-PiracyMeasuresAct)in July2009
in order to dealappropriatelyandeffectivelywith actsof piracy.
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Officers of the JMSDF & the JCG  on Warning and Surveillance Activities

Moreover, in July 2014, Japan decided to dispatch a
commanderand commandcenter staff to the CTF151 from the
JSDF.

¢ƘŜ W{5CΩǎ  t-3Cs  at the Djibouti Airport

¢ƘŜ W{5CΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /¢Cмрм IΦvΦ όCǊƻƴǘ wƻǿ ǘƘŜ оrd from the Right)

At present,two destroyershavebeen dispatched,one of
which is in principle escorting civilian vesselsback and forth
acrossthe Gulfof Aden. Theother destroyeris conductingzone
defensein the designatedmarineareawithin the Gulf of Aden.
Thedirect escortmethodfirstly placesthe destroyerandprivate
vesselsto be escortedas a convoyat the assemblypoint, one
eachdesignatedat the easternand western ends of the Gulf.
When the convoysailsacrossthe Gulf of Aden, the destroyer
guardsthe one. In this way, the shipstake around two daysto
sail the 900km or so distanceacrossthe Gulf of Aden, all the
while making absolutely certain that the convoy is safe and
secure,day and night. Moreover, there are eight JCGofficers
aboardthe destroyersand the JSDFcooperateswith the JCGto
enablethem to conduct judicial law enforcementactivities,as
required. (SeeάhǳǘƭƛƴŜέonPage7)

In addition,the maritimepatrol aircraft (P-3C)basedin the
Republic of Djibouti make use of their excellent cruising
capability in conductingwarning and surveillanceactivities in
the vastareaof the Gulfof Aden. Theflight zoneis determined,
based on coordination with the CTF151 headquarters. Since
commencingduties in June2009, the aircraft haveflown 1,248
missionsas of Dec. 31 2014, and their flying hours total 9,640
hours. Approximately102,200 ships have been identified and
information has been provided to vesselsnavigatingthe area
and other countries engagingin counter-piracy operationson
around10,300occasions.



(Defenseof Japan2014)

Overview of the Counter-Piracy Operation of Japan
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Å Outline of the Escorted Vessels and Seafarers

Japan-affiliated vessels

Escort Results of 2014

Japan-Affiliated Vessels : Japanese flag vessels, foreign flag vessels  operated by Japanese shipping companies, other vessels that any 
Japanese board or that the MLIT of Japan regards to be related to Japan

Asof Dec. 312014, 3493vesselshavebeenescortedunderthe protectionof the �:�^���&�[�•destroyers. Not a singlevessel
hascometo anyharm from piratesand thesevesselshaveall passedsafelyacrossthe Gulf of Aden. TheMinistry of Land,
Infrastructure,TransportandTourism(MLIT)of Japanprovidesa singlecontactpoint for coordinationwith the �:�^���&�[�•escort.
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